POPULAR TALES

Marvel was astonished at the workmanship of this tea-chest;
and when he expressed his admiration, the boy said, ' Oh, sir 1
all the difficult^/ parts were done by my fellow-sarvant, who is
more handy like than I am, ten to one, though he is a French-
man. He was one of them French prisoners, and is a curious
man. He would have liked of all things to have come here
along with me this morning, to get a sight of what's going on
here; because that they have woad mills and the like in his
own country, he says ; but then he would not come spying
without leave, being a civil honest man.'

Marvel told the boy that his fellow-servant should be heartily
welcome to satisfy his curiosity; and the next morning the
Frenchman came. He was a native of Languedoc, where
woad is cultivated : he had been engaged in the manufacture
of it, and Marvel soon found, by his conversation, that he was
a well-informed, intelligent man. He told Marvel that there
were many natives of Languedoc, at this time, prisoners in
England, who understood the business as well as he did, and
would be glad to be employed, or to sell their knowledge at a
reasonable price. Marvel was not too proud to learn, even
from a Frenchman. With Wright's consent, he employed
several of these workmen ; and he carried, by their means, the
manufacture of woad to a high pitch of perfection. How
success changes the opinion of men! The Lincolnshire
farmers, who had formerly sneered at Marvel as a genius and
a projector, began to look up to him as to a very wise and
knowing man, when they saw this manufactory continue to
thrive; and those who had blamed Wright for entering into
partnership with him now changed their minds. Neither of
them could have done separately what they both effected by
their union.

At the end of the ten years, Gooclenough was precisely
where he was when he began \ neither richer nor poorer j
neither wiser nor happier; all that he had added to his stock
was a cross wife and two cross children. He, to the very last
moment, persisted in the belief that he should be the richest of
the three, and that Wright and Marvel would finish by being
bankrupts. He was in unutterable astonishment, when, upon
the appointed day, they produced their account-books to Mr.
Constantine, the executor, and it was found that they were
many thousand pounds better in the world than himself.
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